
        
  

John Barker Trophy – How to Write your Nomination 
 

1 Who deserves this award? 
The John Barker Trophy recognises and celebrates outstanding achievements in the 
management of community buildings by those who volunteer their time freely.   
 

2 How do I write a nomination and what are the judges looking for? 
There is no right or wrong way to write the nomination and we are not looking for anything 
particularly formal, however please remember to: 
 

keep your nomination relevant to their involvement in your local 
community building only. 

 
The nomination should be written by people who know the nominee personally, they must 
be able to talk about the nominee from first-hand experience – do it together as a team, 
perhaps one or more of you knows the candidate really well and another person helps you 
write your nomination. 
 

a) Tell the story of what your candidate has achieved in their time as a volunteer for 
your community building. 

b) Provide evidence of what they’ve done and how they’ve made things better for 
others. 

c) Give examples of how they have demonstrated outstanding quality.  
d) Show how your candidate has achieved the following: 

 

 How long they’ve volunteered for the committee  

 What role they have, or roles they have taken on 

 How they have contributed in a distinctive way to improving the management of 
your community building; 

 If they have shown innovation or creativity in delivering lasting results; 

 Something which has required moral courage, vision, the ability to make tough 
choices or determined application and hard work. 

 Undertaken any personal development to help them, this can be anything from their 
own research, to contacting Community Lincs or completing training courses. 

 Describe what your nominee does in ‘going the extra mile’ and any additional 
achievements. 

 

3 How do I find the right words? 
 
Effective nominations often include phrases such as: 

 making a difference 

 going the extra mile 

 role model  
 

 overcoming obstacles 

 head and shoulders above the rest 

 above the call of duty 



Use words such as: 

 admired 

 ambassador 

 articulate 

 commitment 

 conscientious 

 creativity  

 dedicated 

 determination 

 diligent 

 drive  

 enthusiastic 

 exemplary 

 fair 

 impact  

 innovation  

 inspirational  

 passionate 

 performance 

 persuasive 

 recognition 

 resourceful 

 respect 

 selflessness 

 supportive 

 sustainability 

 sympathetic 

 tenacious 

 trusted 

 unflustered 

 vibrant 

 wise 

 zeal  
 

4 How to write nominations – some examples of text used in previous 
nominations: 

 
Adam* works full time as a joiner and was appointed as Project Co-ordinator for our 
Refurbishment Project in September 2015.  The refurbishment included the kitchen, utility 
room, servery, and outside storage sheds. Adam was instrumental in co-ordinating all the 
various contractors and tradesmen plus a number of community volunteers in delivering 
this project.  
 
In addition to this Adam put in many hours covering additional requirements not within the 
remit of the contractors and tradesmen, to complete the project such as: complete fitting of 
the utility room and servery, the redecoration of the whole area, (including the boxing-in of 
pipes where necessary), re-tiling in the kitchen, fitting of locks to all cupboards, doors etc, 
and countless other tasks.  The project would never have been completed on schedule 
without his constant input.  The savings to the project at the Village Hall are considerable 
and Adam’s contribution has truly been above and beyond the call of duty. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Mavis* has served on the committee for 43 years, the last 22 years as Chair. Her 
commitment and dedication include organising repairs, maintenance, fund raising activities 
with all proceeds going to the hall.   
 
Mavis deserves to be recognised for her long service and ensuring that the village hall is 
the ‘heart’ of the village, so all generations can use and enjoying the facilities. She chairs 
the meetings really well, welcomes new members with an induction pack and is always 
available for a chat if anyone has any worries about the charity or ideas to make the hall 
better.  Her dedication and enthusiasm brings villagers together for the annual May Day 
Celebration at the village hall, making sure helpers are in place to ensure a successful 
day. She assists with private and charity events preparing the hall and assisting with 
raffles or food.  
 
 
*We have changed the name to keep nomination wording anonymous 


